
Montana Electronic 
Absentee System (EAS)
Konnech History
A review of documentation and current events related to 
the implementation timeline, development evolution, and 
organizational structure of Montana’s UOCAVA online 
voting system; software developed in collaboration with 
voting software company Konnech Inc and CEO Eugene Yu.
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What is the 
Montana 
Electronic 
Absentee 
System 
(EAS)?

2



2012

Montana Secretary of State
FVAP Grant Proposal

Secretary of State Linda McCulloch requests grant 
funding from Federal Voting Assistance Program to 
finalize Electronic Voter Support Wizard into the 
Montana Electronic Absentee System. Konnech and 
Eugene Yu listed as contractors. (link) (Exhibit B)

Konnech Partners with Votem

Konnech enters partnership with election 
software company Votem, touting long-term 
partnership with Eugene Yu. (link)

“We are so pleased to add the ABVote product line 
as a complement to our Mobile Voting Platform 
(MVP)™. Eugene Yu and his team have built 
outstanding products for the mobile and online 
voting space. Even more importantly, they have 
given care and attention in deploying them at 
jurisdictions such as the State of Montana and 
Washington, DC so Votem benefits from now 
having an end-to-end mobile voting product line as 
well as a larger satisfied customer base. Eugene 
and Konnech are well respected in this industry 
and we look forward to continuing our partnership 
with them well into the future.”

ABVote® in North America is administered by 
Votem, Inc., and by Konnech throughout the rest of 
the world. (Exhibit C)

2016

1991

Montana Legislature Passes HB 225

“An act permitting election administrators to allow 
registration and voting by facsimile transmission.” (link)

2010

Department of Defense Grant Award for
Electronic Voting Support Wizard for UOCAVA voters

Grant awarded to Konnech for “research and 
development for online wizard providing absentee 
voting capability for the State of Montana.” (link)

From 2012 SoS Federal Voting Assistance Program 
Grant Proposal lays out Konnech collaboration:

“In 2010, the Montana Secretary of State was one of 
17 state election officials that participated in the 
Federal Voting Assistance Program’s Electronic Voting 
Support Wizard (EVSW) project.

The Secretary of State worked with the vendor who was 
the successful bidder for the project for Montana, 
Konnech Inc., to develop Montana’s EVSW; a model that 
was calculated by FVAP to have the highest usage rate 
among participating states.”

EAS Development
Timeline
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https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Grants/Montana_application.pdf
https://votem.com/votem-announces-acquisition-mobile-voting-business/
https://www.courts.mt.gov/external/leg/bills/1991/house/HB0225.pdf
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/CONT_AWD_0003_9700_HQ056610A0004_9700


Detroit, Michigan Halts Use of Konnech Software

“Detroit Clerk Janice Winfrey says her office has 
decided to stop using a Michigan-based election 
software vendor that's facing a high-profile data breach 
allegation involving poll worker information.” (link)

Fairfax, Virginia Halts Use of Konnech Software

Since learning about the arrest, the Fairfax County 
Office of Elections has halted using Konnech’s PollChief 
election officer management software, Eric Spicer, the 
director and general registrar of the county’s Office of 
Elections, said in an emailed statement to The Epoch 
Times on Oct. 6.” (link)

Oct 4 2022

LA District Attorney Arrests Eugene Yu

Eugene Yu, CEO of Konnech, Inc., is arrested by Los 
Angeles District Attorney George Gascon in connection 
with poll worker data stored on servers in the People’s 
Republic of China. (link) (Exhibit E)

Oct 6 2022

EAS Development
Timeline
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https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/michigan/2022/10/06/detroit-used-election-vendor-accused-of-poll-worker-data-breach-in-la/69545419007/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.theepochtimes.com/exclusive-virginia-county-stops-using-konnech-election-software-following-ceos-arrest_4780364.html
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/head-election-worker-management-company-arrested-connection-theft-personal-data


Montana Electronic Absentee System 
2012 Technical Proposal Montana Secretary of State. 
Federal Voting Assistance Program grant application.
https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Grants/Montana_application.pdf 5

https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Grants/Montana_application.pdf


EAS Development
Evolution

Montana Electronic Absentee Voting EvolutionDepartment of Defense Grant

From Jul. 2010 to Jan. 
2011, the Department of 
Defense granted 
Konnech with a Blanket 
Purchase Agreement 
award of $91,617 (exhibit 
D) to “provide research 
and development for an 
online wizard providing 
absentee voting 
capability for the State of 
Montana.”

Montana Electronic Voting 
Support Wizard (EVSW)

Montana Electronic 
Voting Support Wizard 
implemented in 2010 for 
UOCAVA voting “in 
conjunction with FVAP 
and Konnech, Inc.” as 
noted in 2012 FVAP grant 
proposal from Montana 
Secretary of State Linda 
McCulloch. 

Montana SoS FVAP
Grant Application

In 2012, Montana 
Secretary of State Linda 
McCulloch requests 
Federal Voting 
Assistance Program 
grant to “improve the 
UOCAVA voter 
experience in Montana 
through the development 
of a successful, 
sustainable and 
affordable Electronic 
Absentee System (EAS).”

Montana Electronic 
Absentee System (EAS)

Since at least 2013, the 
Montana EAS has been 
active, according to 
Internet Archive which 
recorded snapshots of 
portal (vote4montana.us).
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https://web.archive.org/web/*/http://vote4montana.us/
https://vote4montana.us


In February 2016, Votem entered into a partnership with Konnech for access to their ABVote software. 

The software was was deployed prior to 2016 in Montana for use as the Montana Electronic Absentee 
System.

Konnech and Votem Partnership

Votem Announces Acquisition of Mobile Voting Business. February 15, 2016
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https://votem.com/votem-announces-acquisition-mobile-voting-business/


Eugene Yu
Konnech CEO

Votem Board Advisor 
(Exhibit A)

Votem

Konnech and Votem
Relationship

Konnech

Peter Martin
Votem CEO

PollChiefABVote
 (Exhibit C)
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Personal 
Identification 
Information

Source: Montana FVAP Grant Proposal (Page 5)

The personal identification information of UOCAVA and 

disabled persons using the Montana Electronic Absentee 

System  is accessible to Konnech including: login 

information, name, DOB, precinct, county,
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Konnech Chinese
Counterpart
Jinhua Hongzheng Technology Co., Ltd is chinese 
company that “focuses on providing software 
products and overall solutions related to election, 
voting and voting for domestic government organs 
at all levels, CPPCC [Chinese People's Political 
Consultative Conference],” according to an 
announcement for the company on Weibo, the 
Chinese version of Twitter.

In the announcement, the company’s “predecessor” 
was named as “Konnech., Ltd.” described as a 
company founded in 2005 that does “software 
offshoring services for more than a decade, listing 
the State of Montana as a client.
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Source: Jinhua Hongzheng Technology Co., Ltd. Weibo. April 14, 2016
https://archive.ph/8xIqe

Page machine translated to English

https://archive.ph/8xIqe
https://archive.ph/8xIqe


The Seal of the State of Montana on Chinese election software company Jinhua Hongzheng Technology Co., Ltd. website.
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Montana EAS Portal

The Montana EAS platform portal has been in use since at least 2013, according to Internet Archive 

snapshots. The portal’s software version has moved sequentially from 1.0.x to 2.0.0 since at least 

December 14, 2014 to October 10, 2022. 
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Platform Screenshots

December 2014
Version 1.0.140830

February 2016
Version 1.0.140830
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Platform ScreenshotsPlatform Screenshots

October 2017
Version 1.0.170913

October 2020
Version 2.0.0
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Platform ScreenshotsPlatform Screenshots

October 2022
Version 2.0.0
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Exhibit A - Votem Corp Crunchbase Board Member Profiles
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/votem-corp/people
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https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/votem-corp/people


Exhibit B - Montana Electronic Absentee System - 2012 Technical Proposal - MT SoS - Pg 18
https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Grants/Montana_application.pdf
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https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Grants/Montana_application.pdf


Exhibit C - PollChief Website
https://pollchief.com/ABVote.html
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https://pollchief.com/ABVote.html


Exhibit D - Blanket Purchase Agreement Awarded To Konnech for “online wizard providing voting capability for the State of Montana
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/CONT_AWD_0003_9700_HQ056610A0004_9700
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https://www.usaspending.gov/award/CONT_AWD_0003_9700_HQ056610A0004_9700


Exhibit E -Los Angeles County District Attorney Press Release - October 4
https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/head-election-worker-management-company-arrested-connection-theft-personal-data
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https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/head-election-worker-management-company-arrested-connection-theft-personal-data

